Summary of House Bill 2445  RCW 11.28.110 Changes to WA State Probate Law

certified professional guardians and conservators
For Washington Certified Professional Guardians and Conservators (CPGCs), Engrossed House Bill 2445 (Chapter 204, Laws of 2026) became effective June 11, 2026 and significantly changes probate administration, particularly when a guardian or conservator seeks appointment as the personal representative (executor/administrator) of a deceased protected person's estate. The bill was enacted to address so-called "probates for profit" and increase transparency and protection for heirs and beneficiaries. 
Key Takeaways for CPGCs
1. Conservators and Guardians Now Have Statutory Priority
If the deceased person died without a will (intestate), the order of persons entitled to appointment as administrator has been clarified.
After the surviving spouse and next of kin, priority may be given to a:
· Guardian 
· Conservator 
· Trustee 
· Agent under a durable power of attorney 
if that fiduciary controlled or potentially controlled substantially all of the decedent's probate and nonprobate assets. 
This is important because many CPGCs managing a conservatorship at death will now have a clearer statutory basis for petitioning to administer the estate.

2. Petitions Must Include an Asset Search
HB 2445 amended RCW 11.28.110 to require the petitioner to describe the asset search performed before filing for probate. The court now expects evidence that the petitioner made reasonable efforts to identify assets and heirs. 
For CPGCs, this means documenting:
· Review of conservatorship records 
· Bank and investment accounts 
· Real property records 
· Vehicle ownership 
· Insurance and retirement accounts 
· Communications with family members and advisors 

3. Greater Transparency Regarding Estate Assets
Many petitioners must now provide a general description of major probate assets, including:
· Real estate 
· Motor vehicles 
· Assets exceeding approximately $10,000 in value 
This requirement is intended to allow the court and heirs to understand the scope of the estate before appointment. 

4. Additional Restrictions on "Suitable Person" Appointments
Prior to HB 2445, after 40 days from death, courts often had broad discretion to appoint "any suitable person."
The new law imposes additional scrutiny and requirements for persons who do not have a meaningful legal relationship to the decedent. Courts are expected to evaluate qualifications more carefully before appointing a non-family petitioner. 
For professional fiduciaries, the days of obtaining probate appointments merely because no family member appeared are largely over.

5. Expanded Notice Requirements
The legislation strengthens protections for heirs and beneficiaries by requiring greater notice and transparency.
A personal representative must provide notice of appointment and the probate proceeding to heirs, devisees, beneficiaries, and certain nonprobate transferees within statutory timeframes. 
CPGCs should assume courts will expect diligent efforts to identify and notify all interested parties.

6. Increased Court Scrutiny of Professional Fiduciaries
The Attorney General supported HB 2445 after several high-profile probate abuse cases. Courts are now expected to carefully review:
· The petitioner's relationship to the decedent 
· Potential conflicts of interest 
· Compensation arrangements 
· Whether appointment benefits heirs and creditors 
The focus is no longer simply whether someone is willing to serve, but whether appointment serves the best interests of the estate and beneficiaries. 

Practical Impact for Existing Conservators
When a protected person dies and you were the court-appointed conservator:
Advantages
· Statutory priority for appointment is stronger than before. 
· You already possess detailed financial records. 
· You have knowledge of assets, liabilities, and benefit programs. 
· Marshaling estate assets is often more efficient. 
Challenges
· More extensive petition requirements. 
· Asset-search documentation required. 
· Increased notice obligations. 
· Greater judicial scrutiny of fees and conflicts. 
· Heirs may be more likely to contest appointments. 

Practical Impact for CPGCs Not Previously Involved
If you were not the guardian or conservator before death:
· Appointment will generally be more difficult. 
· Courts will expect evidence that persons with higher statutory priority are unavailable or unwilling. 
· Detailed disclosures and notice requirements apply. 
· The "suitable person" pathway is significantly narrower than before June 11, 2026. 
Bottom Line
For Washington CPGCs, HB 2445 does not prohibit professional fiduciaries from serving as personal representatives. Instead, it:
1. Gives conservators and guardians clearer statutory standing in many estates. 
2. Requires more thorough pre-filing investigation. 
3. Increases transparency regarding assets and heirs. 
4. Limits probate appointments based solely on being a willing "suitable person." 
5. Subjects professional fiduciary appointments to greater scrutiny to ensure the probate benefits heirs and creditors rather than the petitioner. 
A CPGC who has been serving as conservator before death will generally be in the strongest position to obtain appointment under the new law, provided the petition fully documents the conservatorship relationship, asset search, and notice efforts.

